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Linda Novensk:i
1406 Western Ave. #5401 - )
Seattle, WA SE101-2082 550166
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4 Seplember 2001

Carol Hanlon

IT.5. Nepartment of Energy

Yucea Mountain Site Characterization Qffice (M/3 #025)
P. O. Box 30307

North Las Vegas, NV §3036-0307

Dear Ms. Hanlon:

I obigct te the lack of proper, reasonsble notice and
oppertunity for pearing on the DOER's site recommendation of
Yucca Mountain for a natidnal high-level nuclear waste repositeory.
On August 21, 2001, with less than 3U days ror any interested persen to
read the DOE's more than 370 page long technical report, "Yucca
Mountain freliminary Sice Sultablliity Evaluatden,”™ your agency
announced it wes holding publie hearings on the site recommendaticn pf
Yugga Mounlbalin in Nevada belween Sepl=wbers bl end 13%h.  Nob only ave
these hearings provided with totally inadeguate notice, bubt, for
pergons whe will be affected by the reguisite tranaportation of high-
level nuclear waste threugh thelr hometowns via rail and road, your
ageney has provided ne opportunity to comment on the suitakility of the
recomnendation. A few meetings in Nevada does not come close to
previding an oppertunity for public hearing on a praject of this
magnitude and immense potential danger to those on transportation
ronitas threnghoat the county. 1n addition., it is plain thet the notice
vou providsd was defective not only for being abhsurdly saort notice,
but for providing nctice to meet at a place, canceling that site, Lhen
providing anether site with an incorrvect address. Meoresover, your
agency provided that final notice of the mseting al The wrong address
on August 2lst, the beginning of the long Labeor Day weekend, less than
five days te the meeting including the intervening weekend and holiday.

Firally, it is plain from the notices your agency published in
the Federal Register on August 21, 27 and 21, that the public is not
clearly placed on norice thaet these are puklic hearings en youx
agency's decision te recommend Yucooa Mountaln as the site ror a
national high-level nuclear waste repository. Persone resading the
netice are given the impre2s1oh that these are merely hearings on the
preliminary site suitability evaluation. Even themn, your previsien of
less then Lhisly days acllos Loom Lhe avallabilibvy ol Lhe 370 paye
evaluation and the few hearings in Nevada make it impossible for
orcdinary citlzens Lo heve any weaningful participation in guch
meetings. The notlice was absurdly short even to arrange one's schedule
to attend, too far away from rwest pareons who are interested due to
being on the high-level nuclear waste transportation routes, too little
time to aecguire and aszimilare the snbetancs of the 370=-plus page
evaluatlion of the site, and completely defective due to the arrors
mentioned above.
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There 15 he <oubpt that, ne matter what previsions may he 1in the
Nuclear Waste Policy Act, the United States Constitution's Fifth
Amendment pretectlions regqulre that persons such &s ourselves——and
atfected Nevadans-——must have at least reasonable notice and an
vppostunliy Lo be beard wie ¢ decision such as this one, a decision with
vast repercugsions and grave potential dangers. Your agency's actions
in this regard have not come cven =looe ©o meoting the most minimal
constitutional pretections of ¢itizens' rights te due process in this

inctange. We are sertain you have violataed sur rightzs and these of the
citizens of Nevada.

We call on you tec reschedule these hearings with adequate
aorica and a meaningful opportunitv to ba heard by all persons who will
be affected by vour agency's reconmendation of Yucca Mountain as the
naticnal high-level waste repogitorv.

Member, PEACH: People for the Environment and Children’s Health
Mamber, Sierra Club
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cct Lake Barrett, Acting Director
. Orfrice of Civilian Hadioactive wWaste Mansgement
U.5. Department of Enexngy
1000 Independence Avenue, 5W
Washington, DO 20585
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